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Reception reading journey 
The 
Early
Learning
Goals



Phonics

The ultimate goal of teaching phonics is 
that children read fluently, recognising 
most words instantly and using phonics to 
decode any unknown words .



The school have invested in the Little 
Wandle Letters and Sounds scheme. 
This is our third year of using it.

It is very rigid and structured to 
ensure:

*Direct teaching in frequent, short bursts 
*Consistency of approach – delivery from all teachers/TAs
                              - learning approaches experienced by the children
*Secure, systematic progression in phonics learning
*Maintain pace of learning – spacing out new learning to avoid 
overload, allowing time for repetition and consolidation, so learning 
fully embedded in the long-term memory
*Repeated practice is provided – ‘Practice makes permanent!’
*Application of phonics using matched decodable books



Reception Programme Overview:





There are:
•26 letters in the alphabet.
•44 speech sounds in the English Language.
•144 different ways we put letters together to 
represent sounds. 

E.g. The sound ‘ee’ can be made by putting a range of 
letters together: ‘ee’ ‘ea’ ‘ey’ ‘y’

Cracking the code

So how does all this fit 
together? 
What do our actual lessons 
look like?



Terminology and Pronunciation

Grapheme – a letter or group of letters used to represent a 
sound. ‘A sound written down’.

Phoneme  - a single unit of sound

Digraph – 2 letters, 1 sound (phoneme)

Trigraph
3 letters,
1 sound
Eg.
      F air https://www.littlewandlelettersandsou

nds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/



Note – have two videos to watch speedy sounds (gpc video) Revisit + Review
- teacher led blending words (Matt)

Blending – is the process of building words from phonemes 
*Oral blending – listening to words spoken aloud in sound talk – blend the 
sounds together to make the words
*Teacher led blending / reading – see video.
              - 



Reading books – 3 books per week

1) Reading for practice (child to read)
2) Reading for fluency (child to read)
3) Reading for pleasure (adult to read to child)
     

Always 
praise and 
encourage



1) Reading for practice.       
    * This book will be from the school library. 
    * It will include fully decodable words with sounds that have
      been taught at school.
    * It will be at the child’s appropriate level according to 
      assessments made (see later slides re assessment).
 
                                               



2) Reading for fluency

• In groups, the children will read the same book in class 3 times per     
week. This book is also at the appropriate reading level. 

• The ultimate purpose is to increase fluency in reading. 

• This book should seem ‘easy’. The children should be able to read 90% 
of it without needing to decode it. 

• There is a different focus every time we look at the book
       1) Decoding
       2) Prosody  - (developing expression)
       3) Comprehension

                                                                                                                                                     Watch example video – decoding is the shortest



At home:

*Please read the books regularly at home. If you don’t practise, then your child 
won’t keep up. We aim to be reading books in Phase 4 Set 2 by the end of the 
Reception School year.  (see samples)

*Please sign the reading records to show the books have been read.

*Please return the books on the correct days.

Lost Books

*Please look after our books. If books are lost or damaged you will be charged 
for it. Books cost between £4.50 and £6.50 per book

*Also impacts on the group readers. If books are lost, there will a child without 
a book when his/her group read it next.



Why has my child not been allocated a book with words?
*Some children are not quite at the stage where they can 
blend sounds to make words.
*Some children do not yet recognise most of the sounds we 
have covered.
 
*If this is your child, he/she will be participating in daily 10 
minute individual ‘keep-up/ practice’ sessions and not in a 
reading group as yet.  
*Alternatively he/she will be in a group - practising blending 
or becoming more secure in the sounds.
Sound labels  (applies to all children in class)
*If we have noticed your child needs to practice a particular 
sound we may write it on a label and stick it on his/her 
sleeve. Please ask them to tell you what it is! 



3) Reading for pleasure. (Sharing book)

*Share these books together to develop a love for reading.
*These books are for you to read to your child.

We try to ensure our classroom 
environment  encourages a love for reading 
too!
We have an enriched reading area for the 
children to select from a wide range of 
reading materials which include:

- fiction
-non fiction
-fairy tales
-magazines
-maps
-cookbooks
-pamphlets                 Photo Request for
                                  Class Library



Birthday Book - Wish List 2023

In the 
conservatory 
window



What days will the reading books be changed? 
When do I need to return them?

*Tuesdays or Thursdays. This will be dependent on groups.
   -Some children will return books on Tuesdays, these will then 
be handed out on Wednesdays
  -Some children will return books on Thursdays, these will then 
be handed out on Fridays.

*We will write a note in your child’s reading diary once the 
children have been put into groups.

*Return/Changing days may change if your child changes group. 
We will inform you if/when this happens.



Assessment
When can we move your child up to the next reading 
level?

The Little Wandle scheme follows a strict 
assessment process. 

If your child recognises 
the phonemes and can
read/blend the words, 
he/she is ready for the 
next level.



Reception writing journey 
The 
Early
Learning
Goals



Pencil Grip



Writing abilities often develop at a later stage than reading 
however we are already practising letter formation within our 
phonics lessons

Each letter has a phrase to go with it



Will be sent out 
before half term 
holidays



Information on capital letters will be sent out when all 
Phase 2 sounds
 are complete.



Segmenting

Segmenting is the process of breaking 
down words into their phonemes in order 
to read or write. 

cat                             c - a- t

shut                            sh - u - t



•Children will write phonetically and 
that is fine. 

‘Pleze doant brak 
the casle’

‘the wof kame to 
the hows.’



-Purposeful writing 
  can you write me a 
shopping list?
-Model writing as 
much as you can.
-Make it fun.

-Plus read, read, 
read for enjoyment.

Things you can you do at home!



Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised.

Information for parents 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.
org.uk/resources/for-parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

