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High expectations by all, for all, reflecting the example of Jesus 
 

  

 

Friday, 1st May 2020 
Dear Parents 
 
RE: Home learning provision  
 
I am writing to parents to share an update on our home learning provision as this lockdown life has well and truly set in and 
any initial buzz is no doubt starting to subside for many. With no clear end in sight, it may well be becoming more challenging 
at home, so I wanted to write to you to keep us all on this journey together. 
 
Schools remain closed and, at the time of writing, there is no information yet about when or how they will reopen. During this 
time children cannot engage with the national curriculum as well or as widely at home. There is less formality and more 
distractions, varying access to quiet space and appropriate technology and a distinct lack of teachers and classmates! Many 
parents are working, usual routines and hobbies are not possible and people we know and love may well be unwell. This all 
brings an underlying stress and makes any suggestion or attempt at full time school impossible. With this in mind the school 
is committed to two key principles during the lockdown: 
 

1. Safety and welfare of our children 
Despite being closed and all school staff living in these same lockdown conditions, as a school, we remain committed to 
ensuring the safety and welfare of all our children. Sometimes decisions we make might not feel as timely as would be ideal 
or might be different to how you would do it, but I can assure you that everything we are doing is with this in mind. 
 

2. Keeping children learning  
Against this backdrop, we are still committed to supporting all our children to keep engaged in as much learning as is possible. 
This looks different in every household, as it does in the households of our staff members. We are all, staff and parents, trying 
our best to keep children learning. It is not in the same way as at school and not as comprehensive as learning in the classroom, 
but it is something and I am proud that this 'something' has been as widely well-received as it has. There will always be stories 
of what this or that school is doing, especially in the private sector, just like you may be seeing what this or that parent is 
managing to achieve with their children at home. You may hear things that you think we should be doing. I apologise if we do 
not always do what may seem possible to you. Be assured that we are, however, doing everything that we consider is possible 
to support you and your children. 
 
To this end, we have made some improvements to our home learning provision, which can be found on our website (please 
click here). We have added eight more weeks of learning projects which completes the summer term and like the previous 
projects, they can be completed in any order. Following feedback from parents, the new projects have activities clearly 
planned for each day of the week in maths and English. They also contain more links to additional resources to further extend 
learning opportunities. 
 
Another improvement is in our maths home learning provision as we have purchased White Rose online maths lessons and 
activities (complete with answers!). The aim for these materials is for children to understand the main concepts they need for 
their work next year and to cover any new learning that they have not yet have done in school. Each lesson has an online video 
teaching the maths content, followed up with an activity. Some families have already been using White Rose maths lessons 
after seeing links to them in our earlier learning projects, but from next week the activities will only be available to premium 
subscriber schools, which we now are. These resources can be found by clicking here. 
 
This lockdown will not last forever and we all feel anxious. We are all feeling our way and living with uncertainty. By working 
together for what we all cherish, the good outcomes for all St Luke’s children, we will come through this difficult time with an 
even stronger school. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Gareth Dutton 
Headteacher 

https://www.stlukes.kingston.sch.uk/page/?title=School+Closure&pid=138
https://www.stlukes.kingston.sch.uk/page/?title=White+Rose+Maths&pid=142

