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High expectations by all, for all, reflecting the example of Jesus 
 

  

 

Sunday, 19th April 2020 
Dear Parents 
 
RE: Home learning arrangements 
 
I am writing to inform you of the arrangements to ensure that education can continue in spite of the school’s continued 
closure. During the past few weeks we have seen lots of photographs of your children learning creatively at home with 
fantastic results (click here to see some examples) – feel free to send in any pictures or messages to the 
office@stlukes.rbksch.org email address. I would like to express my thanks to parents for taking on the challenge of 
home learning whilst the school is in shutdown. 
 
Our top priority is for our children to remain engaged with their learning. I sincerely hope that the current arrangements 
will not be necessary for more than a few weeks or so and that we can return to offering all our children their normal 
high quality of education within the physical school setting. 
 
Clearly, none of us have ever been in a situation like this. At the time of writing, no one knows when the COVID-19 
school shutdowns will end. Patience, gentleness and empathy are crucial right now – with the school administration, 
with teachers, with our children and with ourselves as parents.  
 
We have all had our worlds turned upside down. Children are out of their routines and are no doubt missing their 
teachers and friends and are trying to make sense of all the craziness buzzing around them. Please continue to help 
your child to feel safe and secure. In doing so, they will be calm and eager to learn when schools open up after the 
shutdown. There is a brilliant free digital book which is illustrated by Gruffalo illustrator Axel Scheffler. The book helps 
children to understand about the Coronavirus and the measures taken to control it. Click here for a link. 
 
Please let me reassure parents that it is okay to not construct the perfect home learning scenario right now. You can 
continue the recommendations and requirements we have sent (click here for our learning packs) and the plans should 
last up to half term if required. However, there is no need to try to turn your home into a regimented school zone from 
9 – 3 each day. That is just not a necessary battle to take on during this stressful and uncertain time.  
 
Children are not going to forget everything that they have learned because they cannot sit in a classroom right now. 
Their academic success does not depend on parents suddenly becoming the perfect homeschool teachers. Remember, 
learning can happen in many ways. Of course, it is okay to practise spelling words, print out maths worksheets or watch 
history documentaries. But also sleep in, take naps, cook healthy and delicious food, go outside, dance, sing worship 
songs (thank you Mrs Lowe – click here), do crafts, read, talk and be playful together. When you do those things, you 
will be amazed at how much learning happens naturally. 
 
So do not put too much pressure on yourself – or your children. Continue to do schoolwork when you can in a way that 
works for your family. But do not worry about perfection. Focus on creating an environment of warmth, security, and 
love for your family. It is what we all need most right now.  
 
On behalf of the school staff and the governing body, we would like to thank all of you for everything you are doing in 
these most challenging of times and I would like to assure you of our ongoing commitment to providing the best 
education, whatever the circumstances. Please find overleaf a message from school staff to your children or click here 
to see it on our website. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Gareth Dutton 
Headteacher 
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