
 
 



  

 

Four and Six Figure Grid References 
Maps have grid lines on them—we use them to pinpoint locations by using grid reference. A 
four-figure grid reference is a convenient way of identifying any square on a map, while six-
figure grid references are best for giving exact locations. Grid references are easy, as long as 
you remember that you always go along the corridor before you go up the stairs. To pinpoint 
an exact place on a map, such as a church or farm building, then you will need to use a six-
figure grid reference. 

Four Figure Grid References: 
Step 1: Go along the bottom of the map until you reach the 
easting which forms 
Step 2: Then, go up the side of the map until you reach the 
northing that forms the bottom side of the square your trying 
to locate e.g. 33 
Step 3: Now put your two answers together e.g. 47 33. There is 
no need to add brackets, commas, dashes etc. 
 
Six Figure Grid References: 
Step 1: Find the four-figure reference. 
Step 2: Imagine this square is divided up into 100 tiny squares, 
10 along the  bottom and 10 up the side. 
Step 3: Still remembering to go along the corridor and then up 
the stairs, estimate how far across and then up the square the 
feature is. 476 334 

 

Ordnance Survey Map Symbols 

A map is a two-dimensional drawing of 
an area. Maps help us to understand 
what places are like and how to plot 
routes. Maps should have a: Title, scale, 
north arrow, and a key Symbols help us 
to include lots of detail on maps that are 
drawn to scale. They include simple 
images, colours, letters and 
abbreviations. Here are some examples: 

Direction 

Try to remember the main compass points 
by using a mnemonic, e.g. Naughty 
Elephants Squirt Water – North East South 
West. The four main points of the 
compass are north, east, south and west. 
Half way between each of these, there are 
four other points: north-east, south-east, 
south-west and north-west. This makes an 
eight-point compass. Ordnance Survey 
maps are always printed so that north is 
at the top of the map. 

Physical and Human Geography 

Physical Geography: This focuses on the study of the natural 
features of the word such as rivers, coasts, mountains, 
ecosystems, the weather and climate.  
 
 
 

Human Geography: This focuses on the study of human interaction 
with the environment, such as buildings and networks.  
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